
Emailed statement from Texas Education Agency Deputy Commissioner Steve Lecholop: 

 

As the father of children who attend a Texas public school, I would do anything and everything 
to help foster a welcoming and safe educational environment for them. Those efforts aren’t 
limited to just the interests of my own children. From my time as an educator to serving on the 
Board of Trustees for San Antonio ISD, and now, in my present position with the Texas 
Education Agency, helping school systems successfully serve students and their families is 
central to what I do and what I’m about. 

That’s why when a parent shared the heart-wrenching story of the pervasive bullying their child 
endured forcing the child to be unenrolled from public school and placed in a parochial school, I 
felt compelled to help, listen, and answer their questions. I also offered to connect them with an 
opportunity to share more about their child’s educational experience and to help them be heard. 

Due to the nature of the accusations and frustrations levied by the parent, I made comments 
about a particular school system that were emotionally charged and unbecoming of someone 
serving in my position. For that, I am truly sorry. My comments neither convey my feelings 
toward this school system and its leadership nor do they reflect the fair and impartial governance 
support our office strives to provide on a daily basis.  

The parent also asked me additional questions during our call, and in a genuine effort to help, I 
attempted to answer their questions based on my very generalized knowledge of the topics. My 
answers expressed neither my personal opinion nor the stance of the Texas Education Agency 
regarding issues being debated currently. 

I am staunchly supportive of high quality Texas public schools. It is why I do what I do. I am 
honored to work with my colleagues at TEA and school leaders across the state in helping 
improve educational outcomes for our children that set them up for success.    

 


