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Elected officials cheered the news Monday that the San Antonio area apparently can clean up its air without
implementing unpopular tailpipe tests.

"Vehicle emissions testing would be the most costly strategy" and provide only modest benefits, Bexar
County Judge Nelson Wolff said.

The Air Improvement Resources Executive Committee, which met Monday, will make recommendations to
the state by April on how to keep the four-county region in compliance with the federal Clean Air Act.

The latest computer estimates show the area will reach 84.82 parts of ozone per billion parts of air by 2007 -
just below the federal standard of 85 parts per billion.

Wolff said that asking for controversial emissions testing "to save one-half of 1 percent of the predicted ozone
doesn't make any sense."

After believing for several years that it was just a matter of time before San Antonio joined other large Texas
cities in requiring the $27.50 annual car tests,officials almost were giddy with the prospect of something less
drastic.

Comal County Judge Jay Millikin, the committee chairman, said not having to approach local governments
with a plan that includes such testing will make it easier to gain approval for whatever other steps need to be
taken.

"For us to be 18-hundredths away from a federal standard is too close, as far as I'm concerned," he said.
"There are some other control strategies that are not near as onerous, as far as the public is concerned, that
need to be considered by our technical committee and evaluated by the elected officials on our executive
committee."

San Antonio's ozone levels have been high enough to land its metropolitan area - Bexar, Comal, Guadalupe
and Wilson counties - on the nation's list of bad-air locales.

But officials signed an "early action compact" a year ago with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency that
delays placement of the area on the bad-air list if voluntary actions are taken to clean up the air.

Peter Bella, the natural resources director for the Alamo Area Council of Governments, cautioned that the
area is "very, very close to non-attainment."

Officials said they believe some steps are needed to stay away from violations.

"I was very pleased that there was a combination of control strategies that exceeded the reduction that we
would achieve with emissions testing," said Rene Green, Bexar County's environmental services director and
chairwoman of an AACOG air-quality subcommittee.

Those strategies include asking refiners who market gasoline locally to sell cleaner-burning fuel.

They also would require most gasoline stations to install equipment that vacuums gasoline vapors back into
underground storage tanks.

Stations selling more than 150,000 gallons a month already are required to have the equipment.

The third strategy would require businesses that use certain solutions for degreasing equipment to take
steps to reduce emissions.



Local governments would have to petition the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality to have the area
included in existing rules that require those steps.
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