
CITY OF SAN ANTONIO 
OFFICE OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

COUNCIL CONSIDERATION REQUEST 

TO: City Council -~--------- -------------------
FROM: Mayor Ron Nirenberg; Councilwoman Teri Castillo, District 5 

COP[ES TO: Erik Walsh , City Manager; Debbie Racca-Sittre, City Clerk; Andrew Segovia, 
City Attorney ; John Peterek, Assistant to the City Manager; Emily McGinn, 
Assistant to City Council 

SUBJECT: Designation of a Memorial Way for Emma Tenayuca 

DA TE: November 18, 2022 

Issue Proposed for Consideration 

We ask for your support for the inclusion of the following item on the agenda of the earliest 

available meeting of the City Council: 

Designation of a Memorial Way on Cevallos Street from Interstate 35 to Probandt Street -
with no change to the officia~ street name or mailing address - for Emma Tenayuca 

Brief Background 

Background provided by the 1\t/exican American Civil Rights Institute: 

On January 31, 1938 - the Pecan She\lers' Strike erupted in San Antonio when workers were 

informed their wages would be reduced a11.d some 12,000 mostly Mexican American workers 

walked off the job. At the time, San Antonio was the center of Texas' pecan industry. 

Wages were extremely low, hours long, and work conditions were often hazardous to health with 

constant exposure to pecan shell dust that made workers vulnerable to tuberculosis and other 

lung problems. 

The Texas Workers Alliance ' s Emma Tenayuca emerged as a leader in the pecan shellers' 

strike, which lasted over a month during which time picketers were subject to arrests and 

attacked with billy clubs and tear gas . On March 8, 1938, while the case was still being 

arbitrated, the workers returned to the factories under the previously reduced rates while awaiting 

a decision. On April 13 , 1938, the arbitration board allowed for 5-cents a pound for pecan pieces 

and 6-cents a pound for pecan halves, with a half-cent increase starting May 31st. 

On June 25 , 1938, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed the Fair Labor Standards Act into law, 

establishing federal regulation of wages and hours and setting a minimum hourly wage at 25-

cents beginning October 24th. 
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In response, thousands of pecan workers were ultimately laid off. Despite the outcome, the 

courage of the pecan shellers inspired other agricultural workers to push for better wag~s and is 

remembered as an important event in Mexican American civil rights and labot: history. 

Permanently commemorating Emma Tenayuca - Mexican American labor leader, union 

organizer, educator, and civil rights hero - is the first step of many in ensuring San Antonio ' s 

Mexican American heritage and legacies are appropriately celebrated and honored throughout 

our city. Beyond the Memorial Way designation, we would also like to formally request an 

exploration of the creation of a statue - leveraging any and all community partnerships - to 

further enshrine Emma Tenayuca' s indelible mark on San Antonio ' s rich history. 

Submitted for Council consideration by: 

Submitted for Council consideration by: 

Councilwoman Teri Castillo , District 5 

District 
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