
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
November 18, 2020 

 

 

Mayor Ron Nirenberg 

City of San Antonio 

P.O. Box 839966 

San Antonio, Texas 78283 

 

 

Dear Mayor Nirenberg, 

 

We are pleased that the City Council has agreed to review the Alamo Plan.  We feel the state plan has gone astray from 

its beginning by not recognizing the history of Alamo Plaza as our most important public space in our city. The plaza 

has held protests, vigils, presidential visits, and parades.   

 

You may recall on July 21, 2018 that you, along with Bexar County Judge Nelson Wolff and Councilman Roberto 

Trevino authored an editorial advocating that Alamo Plaza should remain an open space. It was specifically stated that 

all three of you opposed any barrier to limit access to the plaza at any time, other than for special events.  

 

Unfortunately, the City Council went along with the state and allowed it to be fenced off and Alamo street permanently 

closed.  The demarcation of the fenced off space is at best problematic as to the original battle ground.      

 

The article also stated that attention should be paid to parades.  Instead of permanently closing Alamo Street, bollards 

could be erected that could be lowered for parades like the Battle of Flowers. The bollards would also allow access for 

emergency vehicles.  

 

To this date there has also not been any action taken to protect the Woolworth building where a scene of historic civil 

rights struggle took place.  Our city was one of the first lunch counter to integrate.   

 

History is not just represented by one historical event, but rather it is layered.  Why would we erase the layered history 

of plaza by cutting off access and preventing a continuation of the plaza as a gathering space for our citizens and visitors 

to gather to enjoy the vibrancy of our city?  The battle of the Alamo can be commemorated without fencing us out.  

 

We hope that the City Council carefully review the plan and take into consideration our deep concerns.   

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Phil Hardberger 

Former mayor 

Nelson W. Wolff 

Bexar County Judge 

and former mayor 

Phil Bakke 

former Alamo Citizens Advisory Committee 

 


