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The Honorable Greg Abbott 

Governor of Texas 

P.O. Box 12428 

Austin, Texas 78711 

 

Dear Governor Abbott, 

 

Thank you for working with Mayor Nirenberg and myself throughout this COVID-19 public health crisis. When 

you began to lift the restrictions throughout Texas starting on May 1, I was supportive.  However, I did not agree 

with your decision to limit the authority of local jurisdictions to impose a penalty on individuals who failed to wear 

a face covering in instances where proper social distancing could not be maintained.  Instead of making face 

coverings under those circumstances mandatory, you only suggested that people wear one and restricted local 

jurisdictions from making that determination for themselves.  

 

As a result, we see fewer and fewer people wearing face coverings and rates of infection are increasing.  In fact, in 

Bexar County we have had a large uptick in positive cases in the last week. Today, we have 172 new COVID-19 

cases.  We also have 138 COVID-19 patients in local hospitals, the highest number we have ever had in Bexar 

County.   

 

The Director of the San Antonio Metropolitan Health District, Dr. Dawn Emerick, announced yesterday that we are 

entering a second wave of increasing rates of COVID-19 infection.  She stated that positive cases of COVID-19 are 

increasing in other metro areas of Texas as well.  

 

If we are going to be successful in the reopening of our economy, we need to put in place some mandatory health 

requirements.  The most important of these is the requirement to wear a face covering within six feet of another 

person.    

 

If this trend continues, and I believe it will, we will see an increase in both the burden upon our community and the 

need for additional resources to combat the COVID-19 crisis. I am asking you to issue a new executive order which 

allows each local jurisdiction and its leaders to make a determination as to whether mandatory face coverings are 

appropriate for their community. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Nelson W. Wolff 

Bexar County Judge 


