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REY SALDANA: SAYING ONE THING, DOING ANOTHER 
  
SAN ANTONIO, TX— Council member Rey Saldana says one thing to the public, and 
then does something else behind closed doors. In the spirit of full transparency, let’s 
compare his recent public statements against his behind the scenes activities. 
 
Here’s what Rey Saldana stated publicly in an Express-News editorial dated August 16th, 
2016: 
 

“Unfortunately, unless you are paying very close attention, many of the 
decisions made at City Hall are made without much public scrutiny. The 
overlooked details in this contract, and many before them, represent what 
happens when the public is left out. Unfortunately, union leadership would 
prefer we settle this contract behind closed doors, away from public view.” 

 
But here’s what Rey Saldana actually did: 
 

1. Rey Saldana requested several private meetings with SAPOA leadership 
during 2014 and 2015, at the height of contentious contract negotiations.  He 
wanted these meetings to be held in private, away from City Hall.   

2. SAPOA agreed to the Councilman’s request out of respect for his office and in 
an effort to keep the negotiations process moving forward. At one point, he 
enlisted the help of Budget Director Maria Villagomez to attend and consult on 
financial calculations. 

3. During approximately 5-7 meetings over 18 months, Councilman Saldana 
discussed pay and benefits, but NEVER ONCE mentioned the need for police 
accountability or discipline changes over the course of two years. 

 
Michael Helle, President of SAPOA, had the following statement, “Councilman Saldana 
says SAPOA wanted to settle the police contract behind closed doors, away from public 
view.  What he isn’t telling you, is that he requested several private meetings with SAPOA 
throughout contract talks and he tried to settle the contract himself.  Our leadership team 
will always honor a Council member’s request to meet.  However, the Councilman 
shouldn't make public attacks about a lack of transparency when he requested to keep 
the public and his Council peers out of his meetings and contract talks.  During those 
meetings, he never once mentioned police accountability or discipline changes.  Fact is, 
Rey Saldana is trying to make a name for himself to run for higher office.  The SAPOA 
contract was mediated lawfully, with the 4th Court of Appeals approval, and now has been 
voted on and approved by police officers.  We respectfully ask the City Council to ratify 
the contract so we can get back to working together to protect San Antonio.” 
  

To learn more, go to www.sapoa.org  
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