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Contact:  Michael Helle 
  President, San Antonio Police Officers Association (SAPOA) 
  Office: 210.379.8777 
  Email: pres@sapoa.org 
 

REY SALDANA NEEDS A REALITY CHECK 
  
SAN ANTONIO, TX— Council member Rey Saldana is attempting to block pay raises 
and benefits for First Responders by voting against the negotiated and ratified police 
contract.  He claims it’s about police accountability, but the reality is that he’s misleading 
the public in an obvious, self-serving attempt, to build his name to run for higher office.  
For over two years we heard nothing from Saldana on this issue, but since election 
season is looming, it must be time to make some news. 
 
It’s politics as usual. For example: 
 
Saldana said: 
 

“Currently, the contract allows an officer’s record to be effectively sealed 
from use in any discipline process.” 

 
Not true. Here are the facts: 
 

1. A police officer’s ENTIRE record of service and ENTIRE prior discipline is 
available to the Chief of Police. 

2. The Chief of Police can impose any discipline he deems appropriate based 
on the seriousness of the allegation and the officers past disciplinary history. 

3. If a case moves to Arbitration, the Arbitrator has access to all available 
reports and recommendations. 

 
Michael Helle, President of SAPOA, had the following statement, “Councilman Saldana 
either doesn't understand the process or is misleading the public on purpose.  Either 
way, the public should make it a point to fact check anything he says.  A police officer’s 
entire record, all years of service, is available to the Chief of Police during the 
disciplinary process.  The Chief knows everything about an officer’s history prior to 
making any decision he deems appropriate. To say otherwise is simply not true and the 
Councilman needs to study the process and learn how things work.  More importantly, 
Councilman Saldana has been silent for over two years, but election season is upon us 
and he decides to make a name for himself by voting against pay raises and benefits for 
police officers and their families.  He should be ashamed of himself.” 
  

To learn more, go to www.sapoa.org  
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