
Contact: Meredith McGuire 
(o) 210-999-8560 (h) 830-980-4390 
mmcguire@trinity.edu 
 
[note: SAWS has represented that two further “community meetings” on the reconstituted Vista Ridge 
deal will be held (one, tonight, and the other as an unspecified date when the SAWS Board meets to 
ratify the many changes). This list of signatories of the following letter was begun two days ago and will 
be growing steadily as more information unfolds about the issues. Several important groups have a 
complex process for committing the group as a whole. We are making this press release now, 
however, because we want media recognition of the reason for our deliberate non-participation in 
SAWS’ so-called “community meeting” scheduled for tonight.] 
 
 

## for immediate release – Tues., April 12, 2016 ## 

Groups, Individuals Reject SAWS’ “Community Meetings” on Vista Ridge 
Deal as Shams  

 
 
We reject SAWS’ so-called “community meetings” about the Vista Ridge project and refuse to cooperate 
with the pretense that they have anything to do with civic engagement. San Antonio badly needs more 
genuine community input on many topics, including the $3.4 Billion Vista Ridge deal, but we consider 
SAWS’ meetings over the last two years to have been mere “dog-and-pony shows.” 
  
We remind San Antonio that the history of our public utility companies includes many examples of the 
wisdom of listening to the people. When Applewhite I and II were in the making, people turned out in 
droves to public meetings and eventually to vote, defeating the expensive reservoir boondoggle that would 
have been bone dry in the 2012 drought. 
  
SAWS’ meetings are shams, with SAWS controlling everything and using the event as a mere PR message. 
It’s not enough to hold informational meetings where participants are allowed only to ask questions. True 
community meetings must be transparent and genuinely open. They must be held with ample advance 
notice. They must be held during hours when working people can attend, in locations accessible by public 
transportation and convenient for residents of each major section of the city, in venues large enough to 
accommodate all who wish to speak, with effective interpreters for Spanish-speaking residents. And, above 
all, the main ideas and sentiments of public input must be accurately conveyed to decision-makers, both at 
SAWS and CoSA. 
  
We do not recognize SAWS as a legitimate agent for the public’s interest. It is clear that SAWS (including 
its Board) is complicit in promoting the deeply-flawed Vista Ridge scheme, enriching a number of highly 
profitable corporations, while forcing residential rate-payers to foot most of the bill. We have no reason to 
trust SAWS to be a wise steward of our water supply. Indeed, the way Vista Ridge is financed turns SAWS 
into a purveyor of water whose business model depends on selling lots more water than should ever be 
used. 
  
We demand that the City Council take full responsibility for completely reconsidering the Vista Ridge 
pipeline now and terminating the contract promptly, while that is still possible without penalty. The 
Governance Committee of City Council must not be allowed to prevent Council consideration and careful 
scrutiny of all the new and still-emerging information about the serious flaws in the entire scheme. 
  
SAWS should never have been allowed to get San Antonio into a public-private partnership in which the 
private partners can refuse Freedom of Information Act requests that could expose lies and concealed 
information about whose interests are being served. The fact that one of those private partners was the 
source of a flood of campaign contributions to the Mayor that resulted in an ethics complaint against her is 



all the more reason that the City Council must take responsibility, both as individuals and as a committee of 
the whole. 
  
City Council: you have a moral obligation to the people of San Antonio. End the oligarchy. Represent the 
people of San Antonio, not the powerful corporations. We want San Antonio’s democracy restored. 

  
Signed (as of 4/11) by the following groups and individuals: 

 
Groups  

Alamo Group of the Sierra Club 
Southwest Workers Union 

Esperanza Peace and Justice Center 
350SanAnthonio.org 

Service Employees International Union 
Energía Mía 
Fuerza Unida 

Domesticas Unidas 
MujerArtes 

Vecinos de Casiano Park 
Individuals:  
Fabiola Torralba 
Jack Elder 
Gay Wright 
Bill Graves 
Dr. Terry Burns, M.D. 
Lucy Greer Burton, Dir. SoL Center at University Presbyterian Church 
Dr. Diane Smith, Professor, Geosciences, Trinity University 
Dr. Nanette LeCoat, Director, International Studies, Trinity University 
Dr. Diane Graves, University Librarian and Professor, Trinity University 
Dr. Kathleen E. Denny, Vis. Asst. Professor, Sociology and Anthropology, Trinity Univ. 
Dr. Patricia Norman, Assoc. Prof., Education, Trinity University 
Dr. Meredith McGuire, Professor emerita, Sociology and Anthropology, Trinity Univ. 
Dr. Anene Ejikeme, Assoc. Prof., History, Trinity University 
Dr. Judith Norman, Professor, Philosophy, Trinity University 
	  


