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Contact:  Michael Helle 
  President, San Antonio Police Officers Association (SAPOA) 

Office: 210.379.8777 
Email: pres@sapoa.org 

 
SAPOA RESPONDS TO MAYOR TAYLOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

 
SAN ANTONIO, TX— Mayor Ivy Taylor held a press conference signaling the City of 
San Antonio’s intention to proceed with their lawsuit against Police officers and 
Firefighters.  After waiting a year and spending $2 million on legal fees, the City Council 
has decided now is the time to pursue their lawsuit in court. 
 
It should be noted the Mayor and City Council approved their plan to move 
forward with the lawsuit in secret and without public debate.  Doing so in secret 
undermines the public trust and transparency of City government.  The City 
Council should debate the lawsuit in public, at a City Council meeting, so the 
citizens know where their elected officials stand. 
 
In an effort to expose the true intentions of City leadership, here are the key facts every 
citizen should know: 
 
1. The City Council and the City asked for the Public Safety Budget to stay at 66%. 
 

FACT: SAPOA delivered a proposal on September 24th that stayed under 66%. 
 
2. Both sides were apart $2 million during negotiation meetings on September 24th. 
 

FACT: The City has spent $2 million on legal fees alone suing Police officers. 
 
3. SAPOA’s contract offer would have saved the City $67 million. 
 

FACT: Police officers also agreed to pay premiums that total nearly $20 million. 
 

4. The City said they would drop the lawsuit if a deal was signed. 
 
FACT: What the City isn’t telling you is they would continue to sue Firefighters in 

an effort to challenge Evergreen Clauses.  SAPOA would still be at risk. 
 
Michael Helle, President of SAPOA, had the following statement, “For months the 
City Manager and her lawyers have said they wanted Public Safety to stay under 66% 
of the General Fund. They also wanted officers to pay premiums.  On September 24th, 
we delivered a proposal that offered exactly what the City requested and saved 
the City $67 million.  At the last minute they said the Evergreen Clause was now a 
deal breaker.  We look forward to finding out that answer in court.  It’s sad that City 
Council supported this lawsuit in private, secret meetings.  They should debate this in 
public and go on the record to sue police officers so everyone knows who supports 
public safety and who doesn't.”  
   

To learn more, go to www.publicsafetyfacts.com. 
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