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 San Antonio LGBT Chamber of Commerce Releases Statement on City Council 
Airport Chick-Fil-A Decision 

 
San Antonio, TX, March 30, 2019  
 
The San Antonio LGBT Chamber of Commerce applauds city council's action regarding 
the eligibility of Chick-Fil-A to be a vendor at the San Antonio International Airport. 
Outside of politics or the moral obligations not to support a Chick-Fil-A in the Airport, the 
appearance of discrimination threatens Texas’ reputation as welcoming for all 
businesses and families. Chick-Fil-A, through their charitable giving, has become a 
symbol of corporate discrimination. 
 
San Antonio is a city with a vibrant economy supported by the diversity of its residents 
and visitors alike. The LGBT community, estimated at 58,516 people in Bexar County, 
843,066 in Texas, and 10 million nationwide (July, 2016 Witeck Communications Data) 
represents entrepreneurs, educators, employers and a wide spectrum of professional 
service providers that directly contribute to the City’s (and the Nation’s) tax-base and 
economic health. The positive economic impact of being an unapologetically welcoming 
city serves our community well, today and in the future. The City has, and must continue 
to, openly embrace inclusive growth models and lead meaningful community 
conversations about equity and access.  
 
As a business-member organization dedicated to fostering and promoting a positive 
image of LGBT persons, the City Council's decision aligns with our mission and our 
members count on us to advocate for economic development on behalf of the LGBT 
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community and our allies. Companies that contribute to organizations that dehumanize 
members of the LGBT community and their families strike against San Antonio’s world-
recognized hospitality, culture, and compassion. We are a welcoming city that thrives on 
tourism and showcasing our vibrant culture and diversity. Tourists come from all over 
the world to experience the richness of San Antonio. Economic development is key for 
our great city to thrive. We must ensure that we bring companies to the table to 
participate in economic development opportunities that value our diversity and respect 
all members of our community. Nationally LGBT consumers spend an estimated $917 
billion per year and 5.36 billion in Bexar County alone (July 2016, Witeck 
Communications Data). Embracing LGBT economic contributions is good for Texas and 
San Antonio alike. 
 
To learn more about the economic impact of discrimination in Texas, please visit 
www.texascompetes.org. 
 
To learn more about about the Witeck Communications study please visit 
www.witeck.com. 
 
 
ABOUT  
The San Antonio LGBT Chamber exists to foster and promote a positive image of LGBT 
persons as well as the economic development and vitality of LGBT businesses and the 
businesses and professional organizations that support them, and, to facilitate the 
personal, professional and social growth of its members via the exchange of ideas, 
resources, information and networking opportunities throughout the greater San Antonio 
metropolitan area. 
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