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AIA SAN ANTONIO ANNOUNCES 2014 DESIGN AWARDS 
 
 

SAN ANTONIO – After carefully evaluating 65 entries from local architectural 

firms, including a select group of unbuilt work and student architecture projects, the San 

Antonio chapter of The American Institute of Architects announced the winners of the 

2014 AIA San Antonio Design Awards at a special dinner and ceremony at the St. 

Anthony Hotel on Tuesday, November 18, 2014. 

The awards celebrate the “best of the best” and help increase public awareness 

of the importance of architecture in everyday life. 

In addition to familiar annual awards given in numerous categories and the 

Mayor’s Choice Award honoring a publicly funded architectural project, this year’s 

presentation included the chapter’s tenth Twenty-Five Year Award for a distinguished 

project that has stood the test of time.  

Nine projects were selected to receive 2014 AIA San Antonio Design Awards: 

HONOR AWARDS (highest award)   

Project Name: Dixon Water Foundation Josey Pavilion     
Location:  Decatur, TX  
Architect:  Lake|Flato Architects 
  
 
 



Project Name: The Gourd   
Location:  San Antonio, Bexar County, TX  
Architect:  Overland Partners 
 
 
MERIT AWARDS  

Project Name: Phil Hardberger Urban Ecology Center     
Location:  San Antonio, Texas  
Architect:  Lake|Flato Architects 
Contractor:  Guid Brothers Construction 
 
Project Name: Condon Residence       
Location:  San Antonio, Texas  
Architect:  Poteet Architects 
Contractor:  Rubiola Construction 
 
 Project Name: Alta House        
Location:  San Antonio, Texas  
Architect:  Tobin Smith Architect 
Contractor:  Troy Jessee Construction 
 
Project Name:  Hughes Warehouse Adaptive Reuse 
Location:  San Antonio, Texas 
Architect:   Overland Partners 
Contractor:   Beck 
 
UNBUILT AWARDS 
 
Honor Award 

Project Name: Fire Training Center at the First Responders Academy 
Location:  Bexar County, TX  
Architect:  Alamo Architects 
 

Merit Award 
Project Name: San Pedro Creek Feasibility Study 
Location:  Bexar County, TX  
Architect:  Muñoz & Co. 

 
 
STUDENT HONOR AWARD 
recognizing exceptional work by emerging professionals: 
 
Honor Award 
Project Name 6 Prototype Motel 
Designed by   Rodrigo Gorgazzi, Assoc. AIA 
 
 



COMMITTEE ON THE ENVIRONMENT AWARD (COTE) 
  

For many years, AIA San Antonio has given a Sustainability Commendation for a 

project that embraces sustainable concepts and solutions. This year, the chapter’s 

COTE Committee collaborated with Design Awards committee to establish a more 

substantial award addressing the AIA Committee on the Environment’s Ten Measures 

of Sustainable Design, which envision the enduring prosperity of all living things and 

seek to create communities, buildings and products that contribute to that vision.  

 

The Committee on the Environment’s (COTE) Award was selected by a jury 

distinct from the Design Awards Jury all of whom have demonstrated excellence in the 

field of sustainable design. This year’s jury included Jerry Yudelson, Amada Tullos, AIA 

and Stephen Colley, AIA.  

The 2014 COTE Award was awarded to Hughes Warehouse Adaptive Reuse 

by Overland Partners.  

 
 
MAYOR’S CHOICE AWARD 
 

This important award recognizing outstanding work on publicly funded 

architectural projects was first given in 2000 by Mayor Howard Peak.  

 

This year the project submittals were eligible for review by Mayor Ivy Taylor. 

From the group she selected Our Lady of the Lake University’s Main Building 

Restoration by Muñoz & Company. The project is located in District 5. The good news 

was shared with the 238 guests in attendance by Leilah Powell, the Mayor’s Chief of 

Policy - 

“Thanks to all of the architects who submitted public projects for consideration for 

the 2014 AIA San Antonio Mayor's Choice Award --as an urban planner and a housing 

developer, I recognize the importance of design --design is not an extra that makes a 

building look nice --good design is what allows a facility to be durable, functional and 

pleasing --design of public facilities says something about a community's values. I 

commend City of San Antonio, Bexar County, PreK4SA and the Avenida Guadalupe 

Association for investing in buildings that help children learn, encourage families to 



explore the natural world, and provide a welcoming gateway to today's technology. 

The Mayor's Choice Award for 2014 goes to Our Lady of the Lake University for 

their commitment to the restoration and improvement of the landmark Old Main 

Building. San Antonio is a city that is proud of our history and committed to preservation 

and this project exemplifies those values. Painstaking restoration has returned Old Main 

to its rightful position as an anchor not just for the OLLU campus but for San Antonio's 

west side.” – statement provided by Mayor Ivy Taylor 

 
 
TWENTY-FIVE YEAR AWARD 
 

AIA San Antonio established the Twenty-Five Year Distinguished Building Award 

in 2005.  It recognizes architectural projects of significant cultural importance that were 

completed at least 25 years ago and are located within the chapter boundaries. The 

project must have been designed by an architect who, at sometime in his or her career, 

was a member of the San Antonio chapter; and, importantly, a project that maintains its 

dignity and appeal to this day. 

 

  The 2014 Twenty-Five Year Award is presented to the Hilton Palacio del Rio 

Hotel located at the corner of Market and South Alamo Streets in Downtown along the 

San Antonio River.  The Hilton Palacio del Rio is an exemplary example of early 

concrete modular construction.  The 21-story hotel was designed, constructed and 

occupied in a record 202 working days.  The hotel was designed by Cerna & Garza 

Architects in association with the contractor H.B. Zachry Company, a pioneer in 

concrete modular construction. 



The first four floors, housing support spaces for the hotel, were built using 

conventional reinforced concrete, while at the same time, the 230 foot tall elevator and 

utility core was constructed with reinforced concrete using slip forms.  Multiple crews 

worked in shifts around the clock so that the hotel would be ready for the opening of 

Hemisfair ’68.  Each of the 496 rooms were precast from light-weight structural concrete 

seven miles from the site at Zachry’s 17 acre property.  An assembly line process was 

developed by Zachry and casting of all the rooms was completed in 71 days. 

  The 35 ton rooms were trucked to the site and hoisted in place by a 350 

horsepower crane.  To keep the rooms from swaying and twisting as they were lifted 

into place, a stabilizing helicopter tail section was attached to the top of each module 

that could be controlled by operators as the rooms were literally “flown” into their final 

location.  Bartel Zachry, the President of HB Zachry Company, and his wife Molly were 

the first two official hotel guests who rode inside room number 522 as the crane hoisted 

it in the air, an event which made national news.  

The critical patch schedule required 10 rooms to be installed per day, but 

workers became so efficient at the process, they averaged 17 rooms per day, with a 

record of 35 rooms in one day.  Each room was coded to identify its place in the 

process including erection date and location in the building.   

H.B. Zachry himself rode inside the last room as it was flown into place.  The 21st 

floor, constructed of light gage steel and an aluminum framed window wall, boasted a 

grand ballroom and supper club overlooking downtown and Hemisfair, located across 

the street.   

The décor was custom designed to reflect the style of an old Mexican hacienda 

and the wood furniture was handmade in Mexico.  Room modules arrived on site fully 

furnished in one of 5 color schemes including a color TV, AM/FM radio and lamps with 

light bulbs, all screwed in place to not shift during installation.   

Today, the building stands as a reminder of the monumental impact Hemisfair ’68 

had on San Antonio’s built environment, but equally as important is its contribution to 

the advancement of concrete modular building technology.    



AIA San Antonio presented the Twenty-Five Year Award to the General 

Manager of the Hilton Palacio del Rio Hotel, Robert Thrailkill, a VP with Zachry 

Hospitality. 

2014 JURORS 

 
 
David Baker, FAIA 
David Baker Architects – San Francisco, CA 

David Baker, FAIA, LEED AP, founded San Francisco-based David Baker 

Architects (DBA) in 1982. A leader in the field of sustainable affordable housing, DBA 

has come to be known for combining social concern with a signature design character.  

David has been honored as the Non-Profit Housing Association Design 

Visionary, and as AIA California Council’s 2012 Distinguished Practice, in recognition of 

a career of commitment to the built environment. In 2010 he received the Hearthstone 

Builder Humanitarian Award, honoring the housing industry’s 30 most influential people 

of the past 30 years.  

His most recent projects are Zero Cottage—San Francisco’s first net-zero 

Passive House certified home—and Bayview Hill Gardens, affordable housing for Our 

Lady of the Lake’s Old Main Building formerly homeless families in San Francisco. 

www.dbarchitect.com 

 

Joan Soranno, FAIA  

http://www.dbarchitect.com/


HGA – Minneapolis, MN 
 

Joan M. Soranno, FAIA, is an award-winning architect specializing in cultural and 

religious architecture with HGA in Minneapolis. With colleague John Cook, FAIA, she 

has created a small design studio within HGA that serves as an incubator for innovative 

design, in which her projects are aesthetically driven and technically challenging. 

 

Among her work are five recently completed musician cottages for the renowned 

Marlboro Music Festival in Marlboro, Vermont; master planning for the Walker Art 

Center in Minneapolis; Lakewood Cemetery Garden Mausoleum in Minneapolis, which 

won the 2014 AIA Honor Award for Architecture; and Bigelow Chapel for the United 

Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities in New Brighton, Minnesota, which won the 

2006 AIA Honor Award for Architecture. 

 

She has presented at national design forums, and has served as a juror for 

national awards programs, including the 2013 Progressive Architecture (PA) Awards 

and the AIA Chicago Honor Awards. She has been published in The New York Times, 

Architectural Record, AIArchitect, and ARCHITECT magazine, which featured 

Lakewood on the October 2012 cover. Soranno has a Bachelor of Science in 

Architecture from the University of Notre Dame, and is a member of the GSA Design 

Excellence Program-National Peer. 

 

 
 
Victor F. “Trey” Trahan, III, FAIA 
New Orleans, LA 

Victor F. "Trey" Trahan, III, FAIA is President and Principal-in-Charge of Trahan 

Architects.  

Trahan has been recognized and published both nationally and internationally for 

innovative design and creative use of materials. An accomplished designer, he is a 

2010 recipient of the P/AAward, one of the most respected awards in architecture, 



presented by Architect Magazine to recognize progressive architectural design for 

unbuilt works. He also received the 2005Architecture Review Emerging Architecture 

Award in London, one of three firms and the only U.S. architect honored that year. In 

2007, he lectured at The Architectural League of New York’s Emerging Voices Series 

and was named by Wallpaper Magazine as one of the top 101 emerging practices in the 

world. 

 

During the spring of 2013 he conducted a graduate level design studio at MIT 

School of Architecture and Planning in Cambridge, Massachusetts. The studio focused 

on designs for coastal landscape. Mr. Trahan was one of thirteen architects selected 

internationally to design a house for the New Orleans Lower Ninth Ward as part of Brad 

Pitt’s Make It Right Foundation project.  

 

He is the recipient of three National AIA Honor Awards in five years, and has 

won three international design competitions in Beijing, China. He was elected to the AIA 

College of Fellows at the age of 45 for design. The firm’s work is intensely personal, 

historically grounded and aesthetically sublime. The work is rooted in place, with each 

project informed by the local geography, culture, history and the client’s needs. They 

share a high level of innovation and technological sophistication coupled with a sense of 

quiet and experiential beauty. 

 

2014 DESIGN AWARDS CHAIRS & SPONSORS 

The 2014 AIA San Antonio Design Awards program was jointly chaired by Helen 

Pierce, AIA of Alamo Architects and Nic Riesen, Associate AIA, also of Alamo 

Architects.   

Master of Ceremonies was Dave Lieber, an award-winning columnist for the 

Dallas Morning News. 

Jaster-Quintanilla San Antonio was once again the proud sponsor of the Awards 

Cocktail Reception and Banquet.  



RKI Texas generously underwrote the wine for the Banquet. 

Major awards sponsors include Pape-Dawson Engineers – Mayor’s Choice 

Award; Lucifer Lighting – Twenty-Five Year Distinguished Building Award; 

Workplace Resource – Committee on the Environment Award and Unbuilt Award 

sponsor DBR Engineering Consultants.  

CDS Muery and Fire Protection Consulting Group joined AIA San Antonio as 

an Honor Sponsors. 

Citation Sponsors for the Awards Banquet include DBR Engineering 

Consultants, Keller-Martin Construction, and Vaughn Construction . 

Student Gallery sponsors included Acme Brick, Bartlett Cocke General 

Contractors, bd Structural Engineers, F.A. Nunnelly Company, Guidop Construction 

Company, Lake|Flato Architects, OCO LPA Architects, RKI Texas and Spectrum 

Lighting. 

ABOUT AIA 

Since 1857, the American Institute of Architects (AIA) has represented the 

professional interests of America's architects. As AIA members, more than 88,000 

licensed architects, emerging professionals, and allied partners express their 

commitment to excellence in design and livability in our nation's buildings and 

communities. Members adhere to a code of ethics and professional conduct that 

assures the client, the public, and colleagues of an AIA-member architect's dedication to 

the highest standards in professional practice.  

AIA San Antonio unites the community of architects to advance Architecture as a 

professional craft and shape a more livable and sustainable future. 

 

For additional information, contact Torrey Stanley Carleton, executive director of 

AIA San Antonio, 210-226-4979. 
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